Less is More

Virtualisation
a necessity for all
g out of control ?
Server sprawl spirallin
Need higher utilisatio
n of existing
server investments ?
?
Want to lower heat output and energy costs

Need more flexible allocation
of applications and resources ?
?
space allocated to IT
Want to reduce floor
Require improved security ?
continuity resourcing ?
What about simpler business

Virtualisation of servers, storage
and the desktop can help you
achieve a simpler, more scaleable and
cost effective IT infrastructure that aligns
more flexibly with business objectives.
The need for organisations to
maximise IT resources and adapt
quickly to business change is driving
worldwide server virtualisation adoption.
According to new research from IDC, more
than 15% of new server shipments will undergo
virtualisation in 2010, up from 5% in 2005.

Stop Server Sprawl
Computing infrastructures have grown from
being one server, hosting one operating system
with one application to organisations having
multiple machines leading to server sprawl.
Modern technology means that multiple
operating systems can now reside on the same
machine thereby reducing the amount of floor
space required as well as saving energy costs
and heat output.
Many businesses have looked towards
consolidation to reduce the number of servers
required, and more recently have adopted
virtualisation to unchain those services from
specific implementations and to redeliver
them in a more dynamic and virtual form.

Server Virtualisation
As organisations face the constant need to
respond to new business initiatives and the
requirement for flexibility grows; so does the

need for agility in IT infrastructure and server
resources. It would be easy to keep adding
power with additional boxes, but now with
considerations such as:
• The rising cost of power, at times even
more costly than hardware itself
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• The physical ability to get enough power
into the datacentre
Optimised for server integration,

• The complexity of running and managing
ever increasing demands for storage.
Therefore, alternatives to simply adding more
tin are a must.
Virtualisation means an organisation can get
more workload from fewer servers, therefore
reducing the resource required to manage
those machines. Fewer servers give an
immediate saving on energy costs which
is also attractive from an environmental
and compliance point of view.

Virtualisation Hypervisor
provides security and reliability.

Physical Server

Simpler Business Continuity
Resourcing
A further added bonus of virtualisation is its
availability capability. Applications can be
transferred from one virtual server to another
without any interruption to service or productivity
in the event of a failure.
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Therefore the overall business benefits
of virtualisation in a storage context are:
• Reduced costs
• Increased resiliency and flexibility
• Simplified management
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• Enhanced power through automation.

Virtual Desktop Infrastructure

Optimising IT is the process of creating a highly efficient
and dynamic infrastructure to derive maximum business
value from IT investment.

Virtualisation can help an organisation meet its
business challenges through an available and
resilient infrastructure – everything from
mitigating planned or unplanned outages
to full disaster recovery.

A traditional desktop environment contains
high-end desktop computers featuring local
storage, local processing, local applications
and local data. While this is a fairly flexible set
up, which can be changed to accommodate
new business demands, to do so will require
new software and new configuration by IT staff.
Alternatively to allow someone else to use an
under-utilised desktop machine may require it
to be physically moved. Suddenly the
arrangement does not look so flexible.

Virtualisation can help to:
• Increase the availability of applications
and workloads
• Insulate users from system failures
• Lower the cost of disaster recovery.
Virtualisation can help to lower the cost of a
disaster recovery site by allowing a “mix and
match” of technologies. There is no longer
the need to have an exact mirror image
infrastructure at a second site. Lower cost
virtualisation technologies for both server
and storage systems can replace a physical
disaster recovery site.
Virtualisation enables availability without the
complexity of clustering services. It also allows
enterprise quality of service at affordable prices.

Virtualised Storage
Today’s organisations need more storage to
retain more data than ever before. The traditional
approach to increasing storage involved
deploying new hard drives on business servers,
a costly procedure in terms of hardware
expenditure, staff time and energy.
A virtualised approach treats storage not as an
element of a hard drive but as an abstract
resource to be meted out (or reclaimed) as the
business demands. When more storage is
required, more is given and when it is no longer
required, it can automatically be returned to the
common pool. Not only is this approach
significantly less expensive in the long term,
particularly in administration terms, it is also
faster and more flexible.

However, with a virtualised desktop the entire
workstation environment associated with each
user is hosted remotely and accessed via
software that delivers the environment over
an IP network. The end user accesses all
the applications and data they need now
delivered via virtual servers.

The end user benefits from:
• A higher level of performance on
the remote host
• The fact that data and applications can
be accessed from different geographic
locations.

IT staff benefit from:
• The ability to create and deploy
workstations more easily
• Easier monitoring, management and
back up/restore on a centralised basis.
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Virtual Desktop therefore allows simplified
management for IT staff, higher performance
and greater convenience for users and more
flexible, powerful solutions for business.

What’s next ?
The benefits are clear, however, choosing the
right virtualised solution is not a straightforward
task and that is where a trusted adviser is
essential. We will serve as a single-source
guide to integrated virtualisation products,
best practices and proven strategies. We can
reduce cost and complexity, proving that
less really is more.
Your
Business Partner
Contact Details Here

